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RAMBLINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
 Welcome again, I hope all are preparing for a great convention during May 21–24, 2009 in 
Greeley, CO.  I have a few things to discuss this time, the first is an old item, but important. 
 

1. Please read the Bill Kaufman letter in the Jan 2009 issue of the Scale Rails.  There has been a 
great discussion continuing in each issue since.  Read each issue in the letter section and let your 
Division Superintendent or a Board member your thoughts.  I have had some response from 
members myself and I am sure there will be changes in the region and the way we operate.  Let us 
know what your wants and wishes are.  This will be a big item on the agenda at the board meeting.  
By the way you are invited to attend the board meeting, but input will be of limited time so we can 
finish the meeting in a reasonable time frame.  So let your leaders know what your wants and 
wishes are and where you want this Region to go. 

 
2. Be sure to get your name in for an operating session at the convention.  Although I do not operate, 

(my hips, back and knees do not allow me to stand that long) I understand there will be several 
great operating sessions to attend, even on the gigantic layout at the Greeley Freight Station. 

 
3. Please note that our Contest Chairman, Bill Tulley, AKA Railroad Bill, had an article in the April 

issue of Scale Rails.  He sent this in as a letter, but it was included as an article “The Great Dirty 
Track Mystery” .   National needs articles and will publish yours if you write one.  Bill is way 
closer to his Railroad Author merit award with his article.  Kudos Bill. 

 
4. ENTER THE CONTEST!!  Remember there is a cash award for models entered in the contest, 

plus points toward the Division Challenge for each model entered.  One of the suggestions sent to 
me was a clinic consisting of a panel of judges for the contest to answer questions and present 
what they look for when judging a model.  If enough interest is shown for this type of thing we 
will set up a clinic room in future conventions. 

 
See you at the convention, please stop and say Hi and let me know how we are doing running your 

Region. 
 
Harold 
 

NMRA Convention - May 21-24, 2009 
Rick Inglis – 2009 Convention Chairman 

 
The 2009 RMR NMRA Convention is coming up fast, May 21-24 to be exact.  Information and 

registration forms are waiting for you at http://www.2009-rmr-nmra.org/ or you can call me at home at 
970-223-1979.  We would hold the convention later if it was assured that Fred Carlson, Callboard Editor, 
would make it.  He says his recovery is coming along nicely except that he will be free and clear a week 
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late!  Better get those Doctors in gear, it’s hard to stop a fast moving train (Fred would know, air brakes 
were his business).   
 

We are holding a prime spot at the Greeley Freight Station Museum operating session for Fred on 
Thursday afternoon and another one that evening at John Parkers© magnificent new layout 
http://www.bnsfrr.net/.  We will also have a hands-on “Running the OC&E” session for all 
conventioneers on Sunday afternoon http://gfsm.org/.  Plus, the fresh air of Greeley is much better for 
Fred’s recovery than the air of Denver; smells like beef steak on the hoof. 
 

 I want to emphasize while registering at the Greeley Clarion Hotel and Convention Center (970-
353-8444) that mentioning the NMRA Convention will get you the discount and is the only way we are 
going to meet our obligation in reserving hotel rooms.  It is very possible that we would have an 
overflowing crowd at the convention, but if nobody signs up for the rooms, our budget would go broke 
and the NMRA (Northern Division and Rocky Mt. Region) would owe a lot of money (150 room nights 
times $79).  Convention registration is looking good so far, with 80 or so as of the middle of April. 
 

Understanding that some folks may want to bring their RVs, there is camping down by the river at 
the city fair ground at Island Grove. http://www.greeleygov.com/Parks/islandgrove.aspx.  It is in the same 
area as the Public Train Show that will be held on Saturday and Sunday. 
 

Revisions from our original plans include a virtual tour of the Great Western by noted author Ken 
Jessen, instead of the Loveland Locomotive Works, which seem to be hanging on by a shoestring.  This 
will leave more time to visit both car barns at the Fort Collins Trolley Operation and some prime diesel 
and steam photography at the UP Steam Shop in Cheyenne.  I’ ve been assured that 3985 and 8444 are in 
between trips and will be there waiting for us.  A new clinic is offered from Soundtraxx on programming 
their decoders to sound and operate like the prototype.  
 

Jim Hediger from Model Railroader Magazine will be our guest speaker at the banquet letting us 
know the latest in the model railroad world.  And finally, we are having the Hobo Breakfast in style with 
a buffet in the ballroom where the model contests awards will be handed out.  Fred will be missing a great 
breakfast if he doesn’ t get well soon! 
 

Rich Flaminni, our promotions chair, would like to ask anyone who has an event coming up after 
the regional convention to let him know if they would like to have the table top display to promote 
membership in the NMRA. They can discuss it with him at the convention or contact him at 
rmflammini@msn.com. 
 

Region Achievement Program News 
May 2009 - Mark L . Evans 

 
Welcome again to another pre-convention issue of the CallBoard.  I©d like to start out by 

recognizing a few of your fellow RMR members that have completed AP awards since my last 
installment.  We’re off to a great start in 2009 with the following: 
 
Jerry Bonds   Golden Spike 
Frank T. Serpe  Golden Spike 
Lynn Garrison  Golden Spike 
Robert W. Charles Golden Spike 
E. Sherman Storm Golden Spike 
James Harper  Golden Spike 

Richard J., Sons  Model Railroad Engineer – Civil 
Irving F. Johnson  Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical 
Donald L. Bailey   Master Builder – Cars 
Fred Morton  Association Volunteer 
Jerald T. Hanse  Association Volunteer 
Irving F. Johnson  Master Builder – Structures 

 



Congratulations to all – keep up the great work! 
 

The annual Rocky Mountain Region Convention is just around the corner.  I want to encourage 
everyone to participate in the model contest.  The Achievement Program is for everyone no matter your 
skill level. Remember, you are competing against yourself in the NMRA AP.  There’s no better way I 
know to improve your modeling skills.  
 

We will have the usual NMRA categories as well as the popular “People’s Choice”  contest.  We 
also have several special awards: 

·  Best Model in Scale (N-HO-S-O-Large Scale) 
·  Judges Favorite (both model and photo)  

 
Of course the very best of the best will be eligible to win the coveted Mizell’s Challenger and 

Caboose Hobbies Best in Show awards.  Please take the time to thank the folks at Caboose and Mizell©s 
for their support of the Rocky Mountain Region.  
 

The contest categories and schedule are listed on the Convention website.  Let©s make this years 
contest a memorable one.  Bring your models and photos!  There are many new awards this year. 
Everyone stands a great chance of winning something.  
 

You can obtain all of the information and paperwork to participate in the Achievement Program 
on the NMRA website.  You can also contact you Division AP Chairman for that personal touch.  As 
always, if you have AP questions or concerns, you can reach me by phone at 801-254-1312 or email at 
mevans@slco.org. 
 

Thoughts from your  Contest Chairman 
Bill Tulley 

 
The regional model contest is now upon us!  My hope is that each convention attendant will have 

at least one model in this contest.  But, then again I do believe in Tommi Knockers, so I will have to wait 
to see what will happen. 
  

Remember that every model you enter will represent a point for your Division towards the 
Division Challenge.  The Division with the most points will get the famous Division Challenge Award to 
display until the next regional convention.  Do not let your division DOWN! 
  

Please fill out the required contest forms before entering your model.  This simple procedure will 
assist the contest volunteers.  NMRA contest forms can be found at nmra.org. 
  

The Regional Contest should be FUN!  It is not intended to criticize you or your work.  You are 
submitting a model to be judged to learn what you should do to make your modeling ability better.  You 
are NOT competing with anyone but yourself. 
  

Have you considered volunteering to be a judge for the AP contest?  By judging a contest you will 
earn points towards an AP Certificate for Association Volunteer.  You will also learn what the judges are 
looking for in the construction of a model.  This information will be valuable to you when you construct 
your next model.  Previous experience is not necessary because you will be paired with an experienced 
judge.  You will also be given a pamphlet containing judging guide lines to assist you.  Consider 
becoming a judge.  You will have fun and even learn the judging requirements. 
 



 
This is no excuse for not entering the model contest! 

         

Northern Wyoming Happenings 
Bill Tulley – Northern Wyoming Super intendent 

 
It has come to my attention that there will be some type of model train show in Northern 

Wyoming this summer.  The information that I presently have is very sketchy at the moment and the 
sponcer©s web site is no better.  What I know so far follows:  

 
2009 Division Meeting Schedule 
 
             May 16, 2009  10:00am - 3:00pm 
       Central Wyoming Model Railroad Association 

1354 North Center,  Casper, WY 
  
           

 
2009 Douglas Railroad Days 

            July 13 - 19, 2009 
            with Model Train Expo  July 18 - 19, 2009 
            www.douglaschamber.com 
 
         October 3, 2009  10:00am - 3:00pm 
         Sheridan Model Railroad Association 

 
My current activity is to help the Yellowstone Valley Model Railroad Club in Billings, Montana 

organize a new division in the PNW.  Currently they are further away from division and region activities 
in the PNW than Northern Wyoming is from the activities of the RMR. 

 
Front Range Division Happenings 

Paul Brennecke – Front Range Super intendent 
 
 The Front Range Division continues to meet the third Monday at 7:00 pm at the Colorado 
Railroad Museum.  On occasion, we visit a member©s layouts and have an operating session.  An example 
would be Ron Renner©s Wind River layout.  Lately, for the clinic portion of the meeting we have been 
viewing videos of some of the classic model railroads such as the Gorre and Daphetid of John Allen and 
the Virginian and Ohio of Allen McCelland.  Members of the FRD represent scales of N, HO, 
HOm(meter gauge), On30, On3, Sn30 and 1:32 Large Scale (and of course the famous armchair scale). 
  

Silver  San Juan Division Announcement 
Ray Schmudde – Silver  San Jaun Super intendent 

 
October 10, 2009--Silver San Juan Division fall meet in Durango.  Contact Ray Schmudde, 970-

382-8856 or email at “schmudde@f r ont i er . net ” . 



Arkansas Valley Division Doings 
Bill Shanaman – Arkansas Valley Superintendent 

 
The Arkansas Valley Division (17) along with the Pueblo Model Railroaders Association/PMRA, 

of which most members are NMRA members, will start on the construction of the Division’s portion of 
the Rocky Mountain Region module project for display and operation at Rocky Mountain Region 
conventions and other events this summer.  Greg Long the RMR Secretary graciously, with the approval 
of the Long family, has donated a portion of the late Jerry Long’s home layout for the project.  The AV 
division has chosen the engine facility portion of the layout for the conversion to the RMR’s module 
standards.  Included will be the roundhouse, turntable, shop buildings and yard tracks.  The section 
chosen looks like a standard gauge version of East Broad Top Railroad’s narrow gauge Rockhill Furnace 
(Orbisonia) shop complex in southeastern Pennsylvania.  EBT closed down in 1956 as the last operating 
narrow gauge railroad east of the Rocky Mountains. 
 

The module will be removed in sections and rebuilt to the RMR specs as two or more modules.  
Included in the section chosen are a lot of quality hand laid code 70 track and turnouts.  All the shop and 
engine facility buildings will be refurbished and placed back on the module.  Wiring will be updated and a 
new main line added with new turnouts for access to the shop complex.  The scenery will be completed in 
the complex area that was started by Jerry.  A lot of the special hand built cars will be upgraded and used 
as the module tool and wreck trains. 
 

I would like to personally thank the Long family for their gratitude in donating part of Jerry 
Long’s legacy to the AV Division.  Through our efforts and those of the PMRA we should have an 
outstanding module to set up and use with the other RMR modules. 

 

 
This is just part of the portion of Jerry’s layout that will that will be incorporated into the AV module. 

 
 



Photo Page 
 
 We have some interesting photos this issue.  We’ ll start with Rich Inglis’  Colorado Midland. 
 

 
Along the Frying Pan River on the CM 

 
Climbing Hagerman Pass on the CM 

 
 

And now, for some LARGE SCALE! 
 

    
Keith Hawthorne sent this photo of his OS Live Steam Mogul (SN #002).  He custom ordered the 

loco with the boiler sheathing in primer only.  The paint is a mix of Toyota Titanium Metallic and Blue 
Pearl.  It fits his idea of what "russian iron" should look like.  He decided to sheath the cylinders and 
valve covers with the same color.  He built the cab from walnut as he wanted a taller, somewhat more 
modern wood cab than the fake wood and steel one that came with the kit.  The "compressor" is a water 
pump from Keim Steam Pumps.  He also added vacuum brakes for the tender and train.  Next he needs to 
build a cab roof and glaze and paint the cab.  Beautiful! 

 

A Company Store Announcement 
Jack Sousa – Company Store 

 
If anybody has some item they would like to get rid of they can contact the company store and put 

it on consignment for the upcoming 2009 RMR Convention in Greeley. 
 



 
Overlooking the Kleanburn Coal Mine and yard on the Sheridan Model Railroad Assc. club layout.  The 

club has 100% NMRA Membership. 
 

Sunr ise division happenings 
Nate Bryant – Sunr ise Super intendent 

 
May 7 Division Meeting 
Aspen Room, AMC 
7:15 PM Show & Tell Theme: Cabooses 
Clinic: Painting Buildings 
  
June 4 Division Meeting 
Location: Aspen Room 
7:15 PM Show & Tell Theme: Freight Cars 
(open loads) 
Clinic: Steam Engine Weathering  
  
July 2 Division Meeting 
Location: Aspen Room 

7:15 PM Show & Tell Theme: Buildings 
Clinic: TBD   
  
August 6 Division Meeting  
Location: Aspen Room 
7:15 PM Show & Tell Theme: Steam 
Locomotives 
Clinic: TBD  
  
September 4 Division Meeting 
Location: Aspen Room 
7:15 PM Show & Tell Theme: Vehicles 
Clinic: TBD 
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Rocky Mountain Region -NMRA 
PRESIDENT   Harold Huber  sarge9@bresnan.net   (307) 672-8471 
VICE PRES.    Bill Johnson   william.h.johnson@comcast.net  (303) 750-9230 
SECRETARY   Greg Long  greglong62@msn.com   (719) 547-9641 
TREASURER   Don Francis  dbyron08@aol.com   (303) 377-3403 
PROMOTIONS CHAIR:   Rich Flammini  rmflammini@msn.com 
For the names of the directors and division superintendents consult the website 

Web Site:  RMR-NMRA.ORG – Send input to Fred Carlson or Jack Sousa 
The Callboard is published quar ter ly, in February, May, August and November .  

Editor : Fred Carlson MMR, 771 S. Avenida Del Oro W., Pueblo West, CO, 81007 fredgcar lson@msn.com 
Phone – (719) 547-3142, cell – (719) 251-9172 

RMR/NMRA/Company Store, PMB 188, 1670 E CHEYENNE MTN BLVD SUITE F, COLORADO SPRINGS, CO. 80906 



� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � �
(May 21 - 24, 2009) 

 
Check the convention website at www.2009-rmr-nmra.org for full details. 

 
Please complete the information below and return as soon a possible to: Mark Ostrander 

1213 Elm Drive, Berthoud, CO 80513-1003. 970-532-2926 (msobuddha@msn.com) 
Make check(s) payable to 2009 RMR NMRA Convention. No credit cards accepted 

($25.00 Service Charge for Returned Checks) 
 
Primary Registrant must be over 18 years old. If primary registrant is a current NMRA 
member then all immediate family are considered as such and no non-NMRA member surcharges apply. 
Registrant is responsible for obtaining their own lodging and are responsbile for all charges incurred.  
Registration fee does not include lodging or any other incidentals. 
 
Todays Date: ___________________NMRA #: ___________________Expiration Date: _____________ 
 
Name (Primary Registrant _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
[  ] Check here to have confirmation and other correspondences sent to this address in lieu of standard mail. 
 
Phone(H): (____)_____________ Phone (W): (____) _____________ Phone(C) (____)_______________ 
 

Only names of other immediate family members residing in the same household may be 
included on one registration form. Grandchildren may be included on grandparents registration 
form as immediate family. Children 12 and under must be with parent/guardian at all times. 

 
Show names as you wish them to appear on name tags below: 
 
    Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Item                                                                      Amount      Qty           Total 
 
Primary Registrant (add $10.00 after 4/30/09)                               $45.00  _______ $_________ 

Spouse/Other immediate family members (add $10.00 after 4/30/09)           $20.00  _______ $_________ 

Children 12 and under (with Registered Adult)                                  n/c                 _______ n/c 

Banquet Saturday Night. Indicate number of each:  Steak__ Chicken__     $32.00  _______ $_________ 

Hobo Breakfast Sunday Morning                                                      $16.00               _______ $_________ 

Non-NMRA Surcharge ($10.00 per person, $20.00 family maximum)         $10.00                _______ $_________ 

Convention Shirt - Order until 4/30/2009                                       

    Polo  Sizes:   [  ] M  [  ] L  [  ] XL  [  ] 2XL  [  ] 3XL                Polo: $27.00              _______  $_________ 

    Tee   Sizes:   [  ] M  [  ] L  [  ] XL  [  ] 2XL  [  ] 3XL                Tee:  $12.00              _______  $_________ 

    For 2XL and 3XL, add $1.00/Shirt                                                $  1.00              _______  $_________ 

Convention Patch                                                                        $10.00              _______  $_________ 

Estes Park Trip (Railettes)                                                   $10.00              _______  $_________ 

                                                                                             Grand Total:                               $_________ 

 
Please indicate interest below in off-site activities. Fee Info (as applicable) & details to follow. 

_______ Layout Tours 
_______ Operating Sessions 
_______ Intermountain Factory Tour 
_______ Great Western Railway Tour 
_______ Cheyenne Backshop Tour                        For Office Use Only 
_______ Fort Collins Trolley Tour                           Date Received                        __________________ 
_______ Non-Rail Events                                       Amount Due                         $__________________ 
_______ Model Boat Demo                                     Amount Received     $__________________ 
_______ Model  Ai r pl ane Demo                                 Regi st r at i on #                      
__________________ 


